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Competition Regulations

 
Player Registration 
· Please inform your team manager of your FFA number.
· All players must register on Dribl (pending CF creation of tenacy) with the UC Stars FC Spring Masters 2026 package to be eligible to participate in matches. 

Player Age Eligibility 
· To be eligible to play in the Spring Masters competition, players must turn 35 years of age or older during 2026.
· Requests to register an underage player must be sent to the competition manager and reviewed by the other team managers before the registration will be accepted.

Team Managers 
Each team must nominate a registered player as team manager who will be responsible for:
· Checking all players in the team are registered, and payment of the team fee into the UC Stars FC banks account.
· Certifying players on match cards with the venue manager, 
· Ensuring the match balls are returned to the referee and venue manager after each match, and
· Regulatory and disciplinary matters for their team.


Match Balls 
· Two match balls (Size 5) will be provided by the venue manager to the referee before each match. Both team managers are to ensure the match balls are returned to the referee after the match to be returned to the venue manager at the end of the night. 

Shin Pads 
· All players must wear shin pads. Failure to comply will result in exclusion from the match.

Playing Strip 
· Each team is responsible for playing strip for their players, including shirts, socks and shorts.
· Shirts must have numbers on the back for the unique identification of each player participating in the match.


· If the referee considers the playing strips of opposing teams are too similar in colour, it will be the home team’s responsibility to provide an alternate strip or bibs for that match.

Regulations for use of the venues
· UC sportsgrounds have a zero-tolerance policy regarding alcohol and/or glass bottles at their venues. Any player from any team breaching the alcohol and glass bottle policy jeopardizes the use of the venues for the entire competition. Any breach at all will result in the team being ejected from the competition without refund. This policy applies to the car park areas as well as the fields. 
· Any rubbish, including insulation tape used on socks, is to be cleaned up and disposed of by the teams after their match. 

Field Setup and pack away 
· The venue manager will provide and setup corner flags before the first match and pack away after the last match of the night. The nets are provided by UC.

Competition Draws, Match cards and Results 
· Team managers are to submit the team list in Dribl with player names and shirt numbers to the referee prior to the match.
· Team managers are to verify the match result with the referee and the venue manager at the end of the match.
· Points will be allocated as follows:
· Win: 3 points
· Draw: 1 point
· Loss: 0 points
· BYE:  0 points
· Win on Forfeit: 3 points and a 3-0 score
· The ladder will be determined based on the points allocated to each team. If two teams are on the same points, goal difference will be used to determine rank on the ladder. If teams have the same goal difference, the team that scored more goals will be ranked higher.

Competition Rules 
· The FIFA Laws of the Game 2025/2026 apply for this competition.
· Match duration is two periods of 30 minutes with a five-minute break for half time.
· Matches will commence at the appointed time. Where a match starts after the prescribed kick off time, the playing time of the match shall be reduced at the Match Official’s discretion; the match shall be played in two (2) equal periods.

· A minimum of seven players are required on each team for the match to commence.
· Fill-in players may be borrowed from another team, including the opposing team, to ensure there are an equal number of players on each team to commence the match. All players including fill-in players must be registered to be eligible to participate in the match.
· Unlimited interchange from halfway with the referee's permission. The player may leave the field of play at the nearest point on the boundary line. The substitute is to enter the field of play at the half way line, after the player being replaced has left the field, and the referee signals for the substitute to enter the field of play.

Inclement weather 
· If UC close the fields due to inclement weather, the competition manager will inform team managers as soon as possible after being notified by the grounds operations staff.
· Cancelled games due to field closures will not automatically be rescheduled. The Competition manager will determine if games can be re-scheduled and team managers will be notified only if games are re-scheduled.

Abandonment of Matches 
· An abandoned match as a result of player, spectator, or team official’s conduct will result in the awarding of a 3-0 result being recorded against the offending team. Matches may be abandoned by the appointed referee on the grounds of: 
· Fewer than six players remaining on the field
· Threatening behaviour, conduct or physical violence by players, team manager or spectators against an appointed referee, player, spectator, or competition officials.
· Teams or individuals found responsible for the abandonment of matches may also be subject to fines or suspensions as guided by Capital Football.
· Matches may also be abandoned due to circumstances beyond the control of the appointed referee such as;
· Unsafe pitch conditions
· Insufficient lighting
· Fire, flood or bomb threat
· Or any other conditions that may endanger the player safety causing the abandonment of matches.
· Matches will recommence from the point of abandonment and scores will commence unchanged from those recorded at the time of abandonment.
· If matches are unable to recommence on the day of the abandonment due to time constrictions, matches maybe rescheduled at the discretion of the competition manager.
· In the event of a walk-off by a team before the end of a match, that team will be considered to have forfeited the match. If the score against the offending team is greater than 0 –3, the match will be abandoned, and the score will be recorded as it was prior to the walk-off.


· If a referee exercises his or her discretionary powers to suspend or abandon a match as per the above guidelines or any other cause, they are to report the incident to the competition manager after their last match of the night.

Disciplinary matters 
· Temporary Dismissals for Dissent: the temporary dismissal period will be five (5) minutes total.
· Yellow Cards:
· If a player accrues four (4) yellow cards in a single competition during the same season, that player shall serve an automatic one (1) match ban in the next scheduled match in that competition.
· If a player accrues a further three (3) yellow cards in the same competition, that player must serve an automatic one (1) match ban in the next scheduled match in that competition.
· Red Cards: A player receiving a red card in a match is not permitted to play in another match on the same night. The referee will report the send-off to the competition manager after their last match of the night. Sanctions for red card offences will be at the discretion of the competition manager.
· In the event of a major disciplinary issue occurring a tribunal will be held including the following people; competition manager, team manager from each team involved, the venue manager and the referee. The tribunal will make a decision on the sanction and report the outcome to Capital Football.

Suspensions 
· Any player who receives a suspension must serve that suspension in the next scheduled match(es) for their team until the suspension is served completely.
· A suspended player is not permitted to play or fill-in for another team while suspended.
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